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Professor Muirhead especially remarks on the fact that Ger- 
many started the last century with an idealist philosophy, which 
was adopted in this country, but almost abandoned in the land of 
its origin. On the other hand, the materialism and practicalism 
with which Britain began the century have been largely assimi- 
lated by Germany. Thus the two countries have exchanged 
their philosophies. But perhaps it ought also to be pointed out 
that the German philosophy of life in the widest sense has re- 
mained essentially the same. Our philosophy of life has also 
remained practically unchanged. Germany's philosophy is a 
philosophy of Method, emphasised in the formal categories and 
imperatives of Kant, the artificial principles of Fichte's Wis*- 
senschaftslekre, and the dialectic of Hegel, continuing to appear 
to a considerable extent in Germany's materialism and pessimism, 
and profoundly affecting the national genius, making it mechan- 
ical and even inhuman. Britain's philosophy of life, on the other 
hand, may be called a philosophy of "Bright Ideas": it is illus- 
trated by her traditional sensationalism in psychology, empiricism 
in epistemology, particularism in metaphysics, and individualism 
in ethics. Method has never been congenial to the British mind; 
and even those Britons who have been most influenced by German 
idealism have been careful to extract its valuable content from the 
method and system in which it was set. In almost every depart- 
ment of life the competition between Germany and Britain has 
resolved itself into a conflict of Method versus "Bright Ideas." 

G. A. Johnston. 

University of Glasgow, Scotland. 



German Philosophy and Politics. By John Dewey. New 
York: Henry Holt & Co., 1915. Pp. 134. $1.25. 

Whereas Professor Muirhead (see preceding notice) regards 
the ideas now dominant in Germany as offering a sharp contrast 
with its classical tradition of idealism, Professor Dewey holds 
that there has been no break. The doctrines of Darwin and 
Nietzsche doubtless have their followers, but these doctrines are 
not sufficiently in accord with all aspects of the German genius 
and temper to explain the unity of spirit, the devotion, and the 
moral self-certainty which Germany now shows. The under- 
lying philosophy, the author claims, is still idealism, not mate- 
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rialism or naturalism. So prominent an idealist as Eucken, in- 
deed, has been in the forefront in supporting the government's 
course. If we are puzzled to find any compatibility between 
idealism and Germany's present attitude, the answer lies in the 
fact that an idealism which is "absolute," detached from any 
considerations of human want or need, pain or happiness, scorn- 
ing utility, and admitting no authority but "pure reason," is 
quite capable of supplying the basis for an absolute state and a 
ruthless Kultur. It is liable to become isolated in its "purity." 

The root idea of German life and thought Professor Dewey 
finds in Kant's doctrine of the two realms, one outer, physical, 
and necessary, the other inner, ideal, and free. These are sep- 
arate and independent, yet with a primacy of the inner over the 
outer. To the first corresponds in actual life the discovery and 
utilization of law in nature and industry; to the second, occu- 
pation with ideal ends. Not that Kant's philosophy caused 
Germany's development, but Kant "detected and formulated 
the direction in which the German genius was moving." "His 
formulation has furnished a banner and a conscious creed." It 
has contributed a sense of a national mission and destiny. "His 
formulation and its influence aids us to understand why the Ger- 
man consciousness has never been swamped by its technical 
efficiency and devotion, but has remained self-consciously, not 
to say self -righteously idealistic." 

Kant, himself, was of course individualistic, and looked for a 
federation of republics, a cosmopolitan rather than a national- 
istic ideal. But he set up a gospel of Duty — leaving no workable 
mode of finding out what it is that duty prescribes. It was an 
easy step for Fichte and Hegel to supply the gap. The state as 
the "universal" aspect of man became the moral superior whose 
commands coincide with the law of reason. "A gospel of duty 
separated from empirical purposes and results tends to gag intel- 
ligence. It substitutes for the work of reason displayed in a 
wide and distributed survey of consequences ... an inner 
consciousness, empty of content, which clothes with the form of 
rationality the demands of existing social authorities" (p. 54). 

In conclusion the significance of the present crisis for American 
life is briefly considered. Our social organization commits us 
to the method of "try," rather than to an apriori and absolutistic 
philosophy. But an experimental philosophy need not mean 
empiricism as hitherto formulated — the following of precedents; 
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it must look forward with methodic and organized intelligence. 
In particular, if America is to contribute to a better international 
life it must be willing to recast its own views of isolated national 
sovereignty. The idea of peace, in and of itself, is negative; 
the positive ideal is: Promoting the efficacy of human inter- 
course irrespective of class, racial, geographical and national 
limits. 

The book is arresting and suggestive — important out of pro- 
portion to its size. How far the German temper is at bottom 
what in these days it seems to the rest of the world to be it may 
be premature to say. Perhaps Germany itself will sometime 
decide that it has been deceived and misled by its Prussian mili- 
tarists along just the lines which Bismarck himself describes. 
Then it may read again in more sympathetic mood the wise words 
of its great philosopher upon everlasting peace. And for the 
non-German who is reluctant to think that all German philoso- 
phers have followed without protest the Absolute of Treitschke, 
it is well to read again the comments of Paulsen (Immanuel Kant, 
355-61). 

University of Chicago. J. H. Tufts. 



German Culture : The Contribution of Germans to Knowl- 
edge, Literature, Art, and Life. Edited by Prof. W. P. 
Paterson. Edinburgh: E. C. & T. C. Jack, 1915. Pp. x, 384. 

Prof. W. P. Paterson contributes the Preface and the Essay on 
the German Contribution to Religion; History is treated by 
Prof. Richard Lodge; Philosophy by A. D. Lindsay; Science by 
Prof. J. Arthur Thomson; Literature by Dr. John Lees; Art by 
Prof. Baldwin Brown; Music by Prof. D. F. Tovey; Education 
by Dr. Michael Sadler; Politics by Prof. D. H. Macgregor. 

The aim of the compilers of this book — to give both an ac- 
count and an estimate of Germany's "substantial contribution 
to the common store of civilized humanity," — is most opportune 
just at present, when many people consider it patriotic to de- 
preciate even German science and German music. Unfortunately 
the brave and fair minded efforts of these learned professors are 
spoiled by the manner in which their facts and conclusions are 
presented to a public, which is probably more ignorant of the 
languages, history, and institutions of even its next door neigh- 



